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: he remstatement to the Cabmet”-;_?.
~of Kajiado North MP George"
. Saitoti and his’ Imenti South -
counterpart, Mr Kiraitu Murungl who -
- had been sidelined « over corruption allé- -
gations, is an unwise move by the Gov- -
ernment. It’s obvious that the President .
15 making a political statement by bring-
g back to government some of hISh
staunchest allies.
‘As much as: many of us belleve that;; _
President Kibaki, at 75, is too old. doi:
seek re-election next year, he seems: to. -
-be settmg the stagc for just that with .
this latest reshufﬂe*{_‘

of his government:

Com’bng . first President: -to:
_ 'rule Kenya for onlyf_-?" '
- QZQCt'LO’nS -one- five-year term.’; -

15 years. By gwmg thie two men their |

~old jobs, President Kibaki is probably
- “trying to-send a. signal to the donors
that they were not involved in corrup-
~ tion. And that contrary to claims in cer- *
tain quarters, hIS government isn’t dLrtyr 3

elther |
The second pOSSlblllty 1S that the

S Premdent is telling the opposition that. -
- as much as 'they condemn his govern- -
- ment, he’s still the Head of State and -

can do anything within his powers. That :

‘Clearly, President -
-. ~Kibaki- would "not
’LS eye?/ng want to enter our :
htstory books as the
; _-‘_ment ol

Now a sanar thmg is happemng od
_ jT WO ‘new. Narc-Kenya MPs and ‘others -
" After all, his prede----._"-“_:-alhed to :the new party have been
_Cessor.was at the heIm for 24 years:and:

_.foundlng Premdent Jomo Kenyatta for‘;’"_-{f
& f.and what to expect next yedr.”

~So,/does the. return. of Prof Saitoti -
_f’and Mr Murungi mean_that the war &
e agalnst graft has been lost? What about |
. f"the increasing burden on the taXpayer? B -
- President Kibaki’s ¢abinet is the larg-
_. _j“'f_est since mdepemlence There are 32 |5
7 ministers-and 48 assistants, the election |
pledge. Qf A lean government notw:th--‘ I
-standmg e

1ncludcs reappomtmg Prof Saltetl and-f-'
- Mr Murungi to the Cabinet.- I
“ ... The-last possnblhty is that Premdent.
* Kibaki is preparing for next year’s elec- -
tions: By reappointing Mr Murungi, he

18 trying to appease the Meru communi-
«ty, ‘which has: always supported him . §
- politically. Remember, before he made
- the-decision; Meru elders had called on.

.. "him“at State ‘House; Nairobi, to urge |
8 f;hlm to. take back Mr Murung1 |
The Head of State is also- reachmg
.out'to- Prof Saitoti’s Maasai community. -
- We can’t 1gn0re the fact that President
“Kibaki has got a way of rewardmg those"- |
~whosupport him..
‘We saw it after last'N ovember s con-, -
"‘r-stltutlon referendum: -campaigns. The -
- ‘MPs who campaigned-for the Banana
group. were. appomted to the Govern-.-

appointed as. assistant ministers:. This
shows where the Premdents heart 1S
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